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Town  Hall, 

WOBKINGTON, 

August,  1945. 

To  THE  ^IeMBEUS  OE  THE  PuBLJC  HeALTH  AND 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Grentlemen, 

r  heg  to  submit  my  Annual  Iteport  for  the  year  1944. 

The  A^ital  Statistics  can  he  regarded  as  satisfactory. 
There  is  an  increase  in  the  hirth-rate  and  a  lower  infantile 
mortality  rate  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

Diphtheria  which  showed  an  increase  in  December, 
1943,  became  epidemic  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  year. 
This  Avas  fully  reported  to  the  Health  Committee  at  the 
time. 

The  fact  that  there  is  only  one  Health  Visitor  who  is 
near  retiring  age  is  a  matter  of  concern.  On  this  account 
the  Child  Welfare  Section  of  the  Department  is  not  re¬ 
ceiving  the  nursing  supervision  AAdiich  is  required  and 
the  position  is  deteriorating  as  time  goes  on. 

The  Committee,  from  my  previous  reports,  is  well 
aware  of  the  acute  shortage  of  houses. 

I  Avish  to  record  the  efficient  manner  in  which  the 
staff,  of  the  Health  Department  have  carried  out  their 
duties. 


I  am, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

EGBERT  W.  MACPHEESON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


SECTION  A. 


6 


STATISTICAL  ANI)  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

OF  THE  AREA. 

Infantile 

Mortality 

Birth  Rate.  Death  Rate  Rate  per 


per  1,000  per  1,000 

1,000  live 

population.  population. 

births. 

WOllKINGrTON  . 

20.3 

12.6 

48.2 

Area  (in  acres)  .. 

5,641 

Population  (P.G. 

’s  Estimate,  1944)  . 

26,550 

Vital  Statistics. 

Births. 

Total. 

Males. 

Females. 

Live  Births  . 

.  539 

263 

276 

Legitimate  •• 

.  502 

242 

260 

Illegitimate  . 

.  37 

21 

16 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  Estimated  Population  —  20. ,3. 

Still  Births. 

Total. 

Males. 

Females 

Legitimate  . 

.  9 

3 

6 

Illegitimate  . 

.  1 

— 

1 

10 

3 

i 

Deaths. 

Total. 

Males. 

Females. 

Deaths  . 

.  335 

185 

150 

Death  Rate  per 

1,000  of  Population  = 

12.6. 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes. 

Rate  per  1 ,000 

(live  and  still 

Deaths 

,  births). 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

.  Nil 

Nil 

Other  Puerperal  Causes  ... .  ?Iil 

Nil 

7 

Death  Rate  of  1  iifants  under  1  year  of  age. 

All  Infants  per  1,000  Live  Births  .  48.2 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000 

Legitimate  Live  Births  .  51.7 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  .  Nil 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  .  40 

Measles  (all  ages)  . 1 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  .  Nil 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  .  2 


Details  or  Causes  of  Deaths  of  Infants 
UNDER  One  Year. 
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Measles 

Scarlet  Fever 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Whooping  Cough  ... 
Diphtheria  ... 

Influenza 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Convulsions... 

t  4  « 

1 

1 

Laryngitis  ... 

.  4  . 

4  • 

•  •  • 

Bronchitis  ... 

.  .  . 

,  .  . 

4  4  . 

4.4 

,44 

•  •  • 

Pneumonia  ... 

■■ 

... 

2 

1 

•  «  • 

3 

Diarrhoea 

Enteritis 

•  4  • 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

Gastritis 

»  .  • 

1 

1 

4  4  4 

4  4  4 

1 

Suffocation,  overlaying 
Atrophy,  Debility  and 

... 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

1 

... 

1 

Marasmus 

1 

... 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

... 

2 

Congenital  Malformations 

3 

•  .  . 

... 

3 

1 

1 

3 

Premature  Birth 

6 

1 

2 

9 

... 

... 

... 

9 

OtherCauses 

1 

1 

.  .  - 

2 

•  •  • 

1 

*  • 

•  •  • 

3 

Totals 

u 

1 

4 

... 

16 

5 

3 

2 

•  •  • 

26 

8 

DEATHS  OF  RESIDENTS  IN  AGE  GROUPS. 


Under 

1 

Year 

1-5 

5-15 

15-25 

25-45 

45-65 

65  and 
over 

Total 

Males 

13 

3 

8 

19 

54 

78 

185 

Females 

1  13 

4 

2 

5 

13 

33 

77 

150 

Total 

26 

7 

5 

13 

32 

87 

165 

335 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  OVER  65  YEARS. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH 

65-70 

70-75 

75-80 

80-85 

85-90 

90  and 
over 

\  otal 

Cerebral  naemorriiage,  etc. 

10 

11 

7 

4 

1 

•  •  • 

33 

Heart  Disease 

14 

21 

6 

2 

•  *  • 

«  •  . 

43 

Cancer 

10 

6 

1 

17 

Bronchitis 

2 

1 

6 

3 

•  •  • 

12 

Pneumonia 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

Senility 

.  »  . 

... 

7 

12 

13 

2 

34 

Suicide 

1 

1 

2 

Other  Violence 

1 

1 

Nephritis 

... 

... 

1 

•  •  • 

... 

1 

Tuberculosis 

2 

2 

Diabetes 

2 

•  •  • 

2 

Influenza 

1 

3 

i 

«  •  • 

5 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

3 

5 

2 

2 

12 

TOTAL  ... 

43 

48 

33 

24 

15 

2 

165 

SECTION  B. 


GENERA  I,  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA. 

Cximherlarul  Pathological  and  Bacteriological 
Laboratory ,  Carlisle. 


Blood  for  Typhoid .  1 

Faeces  for  Typhoid  .  1 

Sputa  for  Tuberculosis  .  78 

Swabs  for  Dijihtheria  .  580 

Vaginal  Swab  .  1 


661 


Midivives'  Act,  1936. 


The  following  table  shows  the  cases  attended  during 
the  year  :  — 


OS 

Feb. 

U 

cc 

< 

cc 

lunc 

3 

Aug. 

Sept 

[  Oct. 

> 

Dec. 

Midwifery  Cases  ... 

23 

19 

20 

17 

24 

15 

27 

23 

16 

26 

22 

10 

Nursing  Visits 

363 

336 

353 

447 

483 

351 

362 

474 

-60 

557 

332 

214 

Ante-Natal  Visits 

190 

244 

199 

174 

216 

147 

192 

201 

199 

221 

148 

142 

Total  Number  of  Cases  .  242 

Total  Number  of  Nursing  Visits  .  4,532 

Total  Number  of  Ante-Natal  Visits  .  2,273 


Total  Number  of  Cases  .  242 

Total  Number  of  Nursing  Visits  .  4,532 

Total  Number  of  Ante-Natal  Visits  .  2,273 


Medical  Examination  of  Expectant  W omsn. 

All  uninsured  expectant  women  are  medically  exam¬ 
ined  at  least  once  during  tlie  expectant  period. 
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Place  of  Examination. 

I'otal 

At  Home 

Dr’s  Surgery 

Clinic 

Infirmary  ' 

1st  ExaminAtion 

40 

130 

156 

100 

432 

2nd  Examination 

9 

20 

32 

54 

115 

3rd  Examination 

2 

4 

4 

10 

4th  Examination 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

2 

68 

150 

192 

159 

559 

Findings  at  E xaminations . 

Normal  Cases  .  347 

Abnormal  Cases  .  85 


Normal  Cases  .  347 

Abnormal  Cases  .  85 


432 


Recoinm  ended,  for  Hospital . 

(a)  On  account  of  home  conditions  .  19 

(b)  On  account  of  the  patient’s  condition  .  3 

Recommended  to  have  Doctor  at  confinment  ...  8 

Recommended  to  have  Specialist’s  opinion .  5 

Recommended  to  have  an  X-ray  examination  ..  4 

Recommended  to  have  dental  treatment  .  36 


Summary  of  Ahnormalities  fo'und  during 
A  n  te-Natal  Exam  in ations . 


Vaginal  Discharge  .  2 

Haemorrhage  .  2 

Malpresentation  .  20 

Albuminuria  and  Oedema  .  22 

Contracted  Pelvis  .  14 

Heart  Conditions  .  9 

Anaemia  .  1 

Varicose  Veins  . 9 

Other  Conditions  .  6 


85 
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Dental  T reatment  of  Expectant  Women. 

Tile  luiiiiber  of  expectant  women  who  were  recom¬ 
mended  to  have  dental  treatment  was  36,  6  of  whom  actu¬ 
ally  received  treatment.  The  6  who  received  treatment 
made  6  attendances  at  the  clinic. 

The  treatment  was  as  follows  :  — 


Extractions  .  16 

Fillings  . hTil 

Other  Operations  .  Nil 


Post  Natal. 


Place  of  Examination. 

At  Home 

Dr’s  ^urgery 

Clinic 

Infirmary 

Total 

1st  Examination 

128 

7 

5 

159 

299 

2nd  Examination 

16 

9 

1 

1 

27 

144 

16 

6 

160 

3:6 

Institutional  Treatment  for  Mothers  or  Children. 

The  Maternity  AVard  of  the  Workington  Infirmary 
admits  cases  from  the  Borough. 

The  particulars  of  the  total  admissions  for  1944  are 


as  follows:  — 

No.  of  cases  admitted  .  291 

No.  of  cases  delivered  by  :  — 

(a)  Midwives .  180 

(a)  Doctors  and  Midwives  .  95 

(c)  Caesarean  Section .  4 

Average  duration  of  stay  in  Tlospital  ..  10/14  days. 

Medical  help  sought  by  Midwives  .  70 

No.  of  children  wholly  breast  fed 

whilst  in  Maternity  Ward .  237 

No.  of  Maternal  Deaths  .  Nil 
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No.  of  Infants  dyinff  within  10  days 

of  birth  .  8 

No.  of  eases  notified  as  Puerperal  Pyrexia  1 

Twenty  women  were  admitted  to  the  Maternity  Ward 
under  the  scheme  of  reduced  charge  and  the  contributions 


were  as  follows  :  — 

Admitted  Free  . ! .  4 

5/-  per  week  .  Nil 

10/-  per  week  . 2 

15/-  per  week  .  6 

21/-  per  week  .  8 
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Health  Visitors. 

The  following  were  the  home  visits  paid  hy  the  two 


Health  Visitors :  — 

A.  — Visits  paid  to  Infants  under  1  year: 

First  Visits .  469 

Total  Visits  .  3,844 

B.  — Visits  paid  to  Children  between  1-5  years  5,864 

C.  — Expectant  Mothers: 

First  Visits  .  34 

Total  Visits  .  104 


The  following  shows  the  amount  of  Malt  Foods  issued 
during  the  year:  — 


Cartons. 


Free  Issues .  192 

Sales . . . . .  290 


482 


N otificaiion  of  Births  Act,  1907. 

There  has  been  no  delay  in  carrying  out  the  provi¬ 
sions  of  the  above  Act  and  notifications  have  been  re¬ 
ceived  within  the  prescribed  time. 
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xVo.  of  Live  Births  Notified .  539 

No.  of  Still  Births  Notified  .  10 


549 


Births  Notified  hy  :  — 

(a)  Midwives  .  509 

(h)  Doctors  .  20 

(c)  Doctors  and  Midwives  .  20 


549 


Orth opaedic  Treatment. 

The  scheme  for  the  treatment  of  infant  cripples  con¬ 
tinues  to  give  good  results.  Medical  Practitioners  are 
always  ready  to  make  use  of  this  scheme  hy  referring  cases 


foi-  treatment. 

No.  of  cases  on  Register  on  the 

1st  January,  1944  .  25 

No.  of  cases  removed  from  Register:  — 

(a)  Deformity  corrected  .  4 

(h)  Left  District  . 1 

(c)  Transferred  to  School  List . . .  4 

td)  Fatal  .  1 

10 

No.  of  new  cases  ascertained . 12 

No.  of  cases  on  Register  on  the 

31st  December,  1944  .  27 

Of  the  27  cases  on  the  Register  the  causes  of  crippling 
conditions  were  due  to  :  — 

Injury  at  Birth  .  4 

Rickets  . 7 

Congenital  Defects  .  5 

Talipes  .  7 
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Spina  Bifida .  1 

Flat  Feet  .  1 

Otlier  Defects  .  2 


27 


THE  CAJiK  OF  PltEMATTJEE  INFANTS  AND  OF 
ILLEOITIMATE  CHILDEEN. 


F rematuTe  Birth  x , 

Eegarding*  tlie  care  of  premature  infants,  tlie  Min¬ 
istry  of  HealtE  Circular  20/44,  dated  22nd  of  March, 
1944,  was  considered  by  the  Health  Committee. 

Many  of  the  recommendations  outlined  in  the  Cir- 
« - 

cular  could  not  he  complied  with  under  present  conditions. 
It  was  arranged,  however,  that  notifications  of  birth,  sub¬ 
mitted  from  the  Maternity  Ward  of  the  Infirmary  and 
Midwives  practising  in  the  town,  should  include  informa¬ 
tion  of  babies  born  of  a  weight  of  o-J  lbs.  or  less.  Further¬ 
more,  that  special  care  be  given  to  the  babies  by  Midwives 
and  Health  Visitors,  and  all  possible  steps  to  be  carried 
out  for  their  care  as  suggested  in  the  Circular. 

The  number  of  premature  infants  notified  for  the  year 
was  19. 

Illegitimate  Children . 

In  reference  to  Circular  2866  from  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  special  information  on  a  prescribed  form  is  furn¬ 
ished  by  Health  Visitors  with  regard  to  all  illegitimate 
children..  These  special  reports  are  ashed  for  when  the 
illegitimate  child  attains  the  age  of  8  months,  6  months 
and  8  months. 

The  Health  Visitor  is  co-operating  with  the  Social 
Moral  Welfare  Officer  of  the  district,  and  all  possible 


15 

steps  are  taken  to  deal  with  the  difficulties  that  arise  in 
helping*  the  mother  and  safeguarding  the  welfare  of  the 
child. 

There  have  keen  88  illegitimate  children  who  liave 
keen  given  spe(*ial  attention  ky  the  Health  Visitor. 


LNFESTATIOV  BY  HE  AH  LICE  lA  CHILHEEN 
UAHEE  FIVE  YEARS  OF  AGE. 


.T 


The  elimination  of  vermilions  conditions  in  young 
children  has  keen  given  special  attention  by  the  Health 
Visitor. 


Huring  the  year  fifteen  families  comprising  twenty- 
nine  children  were  reported.  As  the  result  of  home  visits 
ky  the  Health  Visitor,  and  treatment  carried  out,  eighteen 
(‘liildreii  were  cleansed  and  ten  much  improved.  The 
latter  number  was  still  under  supervision. 

The  closest  co-operation  exists  with,  the  School  Nurses 
in  regard  to  the  condition  of  the  children  of  school  age  in 
those  homes  where  infestation  is  present  in  young 
children. 


AVAR  NURSERIES. 

The  two  AVar  Nurseries  (Oxford  and  Casson  Road) 
have  continued  to  care  for  children  of  war  workers  in  the 
age  groups  0 — 2  and  2 — 5  years.  The  number  of  children 
on  the  list  for  both  nurseries  show  a  decline,  especially 
so  at  the  Oxford  Nursery.  In  the  month  of  December  the 
number  of  children  attending  the  Oxford  Nursery  had 
fallen  as  low  as  seven,  and  representation  was  made  to  the 
Alinistry  to  close  this  Nursery  and  transfer  the  children 
to  the  Casson  Road  Nursery.  At  the  time  of  writing  this 
report  the  Oxford  Nursery  has  been  closed. 
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With  regard  to  Casson  Itoad  Nursery,  the  number  of 
children  being  cared  for  average  about  18  and  tlie  staff 
is  being  reduced  accordingly. 


AMIU  LANCE  SEEVICE. 

Owing  to  wear  and  tear  the  ambulance  which  has 
done  many  years  of  good  service  became  unreliable  and 
it  was  necessary  to  replace  this  vehicle.  The  (Corpora¬ 
tion  purchased  a  second-hand  24  h.p.  Austin  chassis,  cer¬ 
tified  in  good  condition,  and  a  specially  built  body  from 
Messrs.  Lomas  Ltd.,  Manchester.  The  total  cost  was 
£l,2d7.  This  ambulance  was  delivered  at  the  end  of 
April,  and  so  far  has  given  complete  satisfaction. 

By  agreement  with  the  Corporation,  Messrs.  Bunn 
and  6ons,  Garage  Proprietors,  have  been  responsible  for 
taking  calls  and  driving  the  ambulance.,  This  arrange¬ 
ment  has  been  most  satisfactory.  Unfortunately,  owing 
to  the  great  increase  in  garage  work,  Messrs.  Dunn  and 
Sons  have  intimated  to  the  Corporation  that  they  will  have 
to  terminate  their  agreement  as  their  driver  is  required 
for  their  own  business.  At  the  time  of  writing  this  report 
the  Corporation  have  under  consideration  making  other 
arrangements  for  the  driving  of  the  ambulance. 

During  the  last  two  years  more  patients  have  been 
moved  from  the  local  Infirmarjr  to  Carlisle,  and  gener¬ 
ally  the  calls  made  for  the  use  of  the  ambulance  have 
increased. 

During  the  year  the  ambulance  carried  236  patients 
and  made  230  journeys,  covering  9,537  miles.  Of  these 
journeys  111  were  to  Carlisle.' 
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SECTION  C. 


SA^^ITAEY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OE  THE  AREA. 


ater. 


A  ^reat  deal  of  attention  lias  been  given  to  the  water 
supply.  The  urgent  matter  of  installing  a  water  tank  in 
Ellerbeck  Lane  was  reported  upoji  in  the  previous  year. 
Complaints  however  have  since  been  numerous  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  water  supply  in  this  area  due  to  discoloura¬ 
tion  of  the  water  and  shortage  of  supply.  The  discoloura¬ 
tion  at  times  was  great  and  caused  staining  of  baths, 
basins  and  household  linen.  Samples  submitted  for  chemi¬ 
cal  analysis  showed  that  iron  present  was  excessive  giv¬ 
ing  the  water  a  chalybeate  taste  and  likely  to  cause  gastric 
disturbance.  The  Local  Authority  is  fullv  aware  of  the 

K 

position  and  it  is  hoped  that  a  scheme  will  be  placed  before 
the  Ministiy  and  receive  approval  which  will  permanently 
corre(‘t  this  unsatisfactory  supply  to  this  part  of  the  town. 

During  the  year  samples  of  water  from  different  parts 
of  the  (own  have  been  submitted  for  analyses.  Fifteen 
samples  were  examined,  chemical  and  bacteriological  6, 
chemical  8  and  bacteriological  6.  Two  samples  from  the 
Harrinj^ton  Area  were  unsatisfactory  on  bacteriological 
examination  and  at  a  later  date  on  re-examination  the 
water  was  found  pure.  As  the  restrictions,  on  ground  of 
national  security  in  making  reference  to  extensions  of 
water  supplies,  have  now  been  removed  the  following  new 
works  have  been  carried  out  since  1939. 

Marsh  SIDE — 


256  yards  4in.  water  main 
222  yards  3in.  water  main 


)  War 
)  Factory 


Moorclose  Road — •• 

1834  yards  Gin.  water  main 
Holden  Road — 


\ 

i  Estate. 


Housing 


150  yards  4  in,  water  main  ....  ) 
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{V)()LK  Road  Area —  ) 

428  yards  6  in.  water  main  ...  ) 

200  yards  4in.  water  main  .  ) 

408  yards  4in.  water  main  _  ) 

Ashfikld  Egad — 

120  yards  4in.  water  main. 

Sewers. 

Sin:-e  the  beginning  of  the  war  the 


sewers  iiave  been  laid:  — 

XORTHSIDE —  ) 

750  yards  15in.  sewer .  ) 

Poole  Road  Area —  ) 

243  yards  6in.  sewer  .  ) 

157  yards  9in.  sewer  .  ) 

17  yards  15in.  sewer  .  ) 


Corporation 

Housing 

Estate. 


following  new 


Cloth  Factor^^ 
Corporation 
Housing 
Estate. 


SECTION  D. 
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1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year; 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 

Housing  Acts) . .  592 

(b)  Aiimber  of  inspections  made  for  this  purpose  1287 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  .  Nil 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 

be  unfit  for  human  habitation  .  1 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of 

those  referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub¬ 
head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  fit  for 
human  habitation  .  474 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without 
Service  of  Formal  Notices  : 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  ren¬ 
dered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action 
by  the  Local  Authority  or  other  officers .  333 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year  : 

(a)-  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of 
Housing  Act,  1936 : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  37 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  ren¬ 


dered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices : 

(a)  By  Owners  . .  36 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  1 
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(b)  Proceeding's  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 

to  be  remedied  .  15 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  detects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  ; 

(a)  By  Owners  .  12 

(b)  By  I  jocal  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  3 

((')  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 
[lousing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  .  1 

(2)  Number  of  dAvelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  .  Nil 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936 : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under¬ 

ground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Olosing 
Orders  were  made  .  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under¬ 

ground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or 
room  having*  been  rendered  fit  .  Nil 
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SECTION  E. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPEPYISION  OF  FOOD. 

Particular  attention  lias  been  paid  to  this  subject, 
and  every  possible  consideration  is  given  to  the  salvage  of 
foodstuffs  without  detriment  to  the  consumers.  When¬ 
ever  possible,  condemned  foodstuffs  are  allocated  for 
animal  feeding. 

Milk  Supply. 

The  number  of  Milk  Producers  in  the  Borough  is  19 
and  the  number  of  Purveyors  is  36.  On  7  farms  within 
the  Borough  Accredited  Milk  is  produced  under  licence 
from  the  County  Council.  Two  Purveyors  are  licensed 
to  retail  Pasteurised  Milk. 

During  the  year  76  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  to 
the  Bacteriologist  for  examination,  and  50  were  declared 
satisfactory.  Of  the  26  unsatisfactory  samples  7  failed  to 
pass  the  Bacillus  Coli  te&t ;  8  the  Methylene  Blue  test ; 
and  11  failed  in  both  tests. 

One  sample  of  milk  upon  examination  was  found  to 
contain  tubercle  bacilli,  and  the  Divisional  \  eterinary 
Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  was 
notified  for  appropriate  action. 


Me<it  and  Of, her  Foods. 

AVarehouses,  shops,  stalls  and  vehicles  have  been  fre¬ 
quently  inspected  and  generally  speaking  the  various  Acts 
and  .Regulations  have  been  complied  with.  Details  of 
foodstuffs  condemned,  etc,,  are  dealt  with  in  the  Report 
of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


SECTION  F. 
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PREVALENCE  OE,  AND  CONTROL  OYER, 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

General  remarks  with  regard  to  notifiable  and  non- 
notifiable  diseases  during  the  year  :  - — 

Diphtheria  in  epidemic  form  in  the  early  part  of  the 
year. 

No  case  of  Typhoid  Fever. 

Increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever. 
Small  number  of  cases  of  Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis. 
No  case  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia. 


Diphtheria, 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  noti¬ 
fied  in  December,  1943,  and  the  disease  assumed  epidemic 
form  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  under  review. 
This  outbreak  of  diphtheria  was  the  subject  of  two  special 
reports  to  the  Council  and  the  Ministry  of  Health.  The 
main  foci  of  infection  were  in  the  Harrington  district  and 
a  large  War  Factory.  Although  there  were  88  notifica¬ 
tions  the  actual  number  of  clinical  cases  were  58  con¬ 
nected  with  the  epidemic.  Approximately  30  per  cent, 
of  the  cases  were  in  persons  over  15  years  of  age.  During 
the  remainder  of  the  year  there  were  14  cases  giving  a 
total  of  72  cases  of  diphtheria  for  the  year.  It  would 
appear  however  that  the  number  72  is  rather  on  the  high 
side  as  actual  clinical  cases  of  diphtheria.  The  number 
of  deaths  from  diphtheria  was  four.  All  tlie  fatal  cases 
were  not  immunised. 

7  minunisation , 

The  percentage  of  children  immunised  in  1944,  was 


as  follows  :  — 

Children  under  5  years  .  42.9% 

Children  5 — 15  years  .  79.7% 
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111  spite  of  the  efforts  whieli  have  been  made  to  en- 
(•ourao‘e  inimunisatiou  tlie  progress  has  been  slow  in  the 
under  o-year-olds.  The  fact  that  there  has  been  only  one 
Health  \  isitor  instead  of  two  for  the  last  6  months  of  the 
year  is  making  the  position  more  difficult. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

The  number  of  notifications  of  Scarlet  Fever  was 
thirty-seven  compared  with  twelve  in  the  previous  year. 
Although  the  tendency  was  to  nurse  cases  of  Scarlet 
Fever  at  home  it  was  considered  advisable  to  send  tw^enty- 
two  cases  to  the  isolation  hospital.  The  cases  were  of 
mild  nature  and  there  were  no  deaths  from  this  disease. 

F erehro-Spincil  Fever. 

Four  notifications  of  this  disease  were  received,  only 
one  of  which  the  diagnosis  was  confirmed. 

f  V  h  ()  o  ping  C oug  h . 

Whooping  Tough  was  present  in  epidemic  form  in 
the  previous  year  but  the  position  improved  in  the  present 
year  when  only  thirty-nine  notifications  were  received. 

M  easles. 

Cases  of  Measles  were  fairly  numerous  towards  the 
end  of  the  year  accounting  for  a  hundred  and  sixty-seven 
notifications. 

There  was  one  fatal  case  due  to  Measles. 

Op  h  t  ha  1  mi  a  N  eonatorum . 

There  were  three  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum . 
These  cases  were  seen  by  the  Ophthalmic  Surg'eon,  re¬ 
ceived  treatment  and  the  eje  conditions  cleared  up. 

Cancer. 

The  followung  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  from 
('ancei',  according^  to  age  and  sex  distribution  :  — 
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Age  Group. 

Males. 

Females . 

Total 

30 — 40  years  . 

.  1 

1 

2 

40 — 50  years  . 

.  1 

1 

2 

50 — 60  years  . 

.  0 

9 

14 

60 — 70  years  . 

.  10 

4 

14 

70 — 80  A*ears  . 

.  3 

4 

< 

80 — 90  years  . 

.  1 

— 

1 

Uotal 

...  21 

19 

40 

[jOculisatton  of  Disease  tn  Cancer  Deaths. 

M.  F.  Total. 

Cancer  of  Mouth  and  OesphagUvS  (M.)  ...  2  —  2 


Uterus  (F.)  . —  3  3 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  .  5  5  10 

Cancer  of  Breast  .  —  3  3 

Cancer  of  other  sites  .  14  8  22 


40 


Of  the  total  deaths  1  person  in  9  died  from  Cancer 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  IN  AGE  GROUPS  AND  WARDS  during  the  year. 
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Tuherculosis . 

Deaths  from  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis  were  as 
follows  :  — 


New 

Cases. 

1  )eaths. 

Non- 

Non- 

Age  Periods. 

Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Pulni 

onary. 

Pulmonary. 

M 

F, 

M 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M  F. 

0-1 

.  -  « 

.  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  t 

•  .  . 

•  •  . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1—5 

^  , 

9 

1 

.  >  • 

•  •  • 

5-10 

•  •  • 

9 

w 

2 

2 

.  •  • 

•  4  . 

10—15 

1 

1 

3 

•  •  4 

1 

15—20 

1 

2 

•  •  • 

1 

2 

1 

«  •  •  •  •  • 

20—25 

2 

2 

1 

.. 

2 

•  •  * 

25—35 

2 

5 

• « * 

2 

2 

1 

35—45 

1 

1 

.  *  « 

1 

1 

4  4  4 

45—55 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  . 

•  •  • 

55—65 

1 

1 

•  •  > 

2 

... 

65  <&  over. 

1 

Total 

8 

15 

6 

7 

9 

6 

1  1 

DEATHS  FEOM  TUBEECULOSIS  IN  THE 
VAEIOUS  WAEDS. 
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Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 


Non-Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  Tubercu¬ 
losis  cases  on  the  Eegister  December  31st,  1944:  — 
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15 
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PULMONARY. 

NON- 

PULMONARY. 

Total  Cases 
on 

Register. 

Males. 

Females 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Total 

87 

57 

144 

24 

36 

60 

204 

SANATORIUM  TREATMENT. 


In  Insti¬ 
tutions 
1st.  }an. 
1943. 

Admit¬ 

ted. 

Dis¬ 

charged 

Died. 

In  Insti¬ 
tutions 
31st  Dec. 
1943. 

Pulmonary  (>ases — 

.Adult  Males 

5 

13 

11 

1 

6 

Adult  Females 

2 

8 

3 

... 

7 

Children 

1 

1 

2 

... 

•  .  . 

Non-Pulmonary  Cases 

■Adult  Males 

*  •  • 

•  •  • 

Adult  Females 

...> 

Children 

TOTAL  ... 

8 

22 

16 

1 

13 
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SANITAKY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AEEA. 


Annual  Eepoiit  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
FOR  THE  Year  1944. 

To  R.  It  .  Macpherson,  Esq.^  M.D., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Sir, 

I  herewith  submit  the  tollowing  statement  showing 
the  numoer  and  nature  of  inspections,  etc.,  during  the 
year  1944,  also  the  number  of  notices  served  and  the  vari¬ 
ous  items  dealt  with  :  — 


Greneral  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,322 

Inquiries  re  Infectious  Diseases,  Disinfection 

of  Premises,  etc.  .. .  ...  ...  ...  294 

Testing  ])rains  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  209 

Cinemas  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Social  Clubs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  108 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  158 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  88 

Offensive  Trades  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  69 

Stables  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Eat  Infested  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  358 

Verminous  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  169 

Lodging  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Houses  Let  in  Lodgings  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Fish  and  Chip  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  54 

Shops  Visited  re  Shops  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  146 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  99 

Shops  Visited  re  Meat  and  other  Foods  ...  ...  134 

Market  Stalls  and  Carts  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  166 

Caravans  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  123 

Civil  Defence  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Hotels  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 


29 

Interviews  with  Owners,  Tradesiuen,  etc.  ...  ...  422 

Revisits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,423 

Samples  of  Milk  taken  for  Bacteriological 

Examination  ...  ...  ...  ...  76 

Notices  Served. 

Informal  Notices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  475 

Statutory  Notices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 

At  the  end  of  tlie  year  89  informal  notices  remained 
to  be  dealt  with. 

The  attention  of  the  Borough  Surveyor  has  been 
called  to  the  following  defects:  — 

Choked  vSewers  or  Street  Gullies  ...  ...  19 

Waste  or  Boor  Pressure  of  Water,  Defective 

Stop  Taps,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Summary  of  Works  Executed. 

Drainage,  etc.  :  — 

Drains  relaid  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  47 

Cleansed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ....  ...  51 

New  gullies  fixed  >  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

Cleared  by  vacuum  pump  free  of  cost  to  owner  141 
New  sinks  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Waste  pipes  renewed  or  fixed  ...  ...  ...  11 

Water  Closets  :  — 

Repaired  or  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

Cisterns  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  76 

Service  pipes  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  101 

New  basins  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Flush  pipes  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Leaking*  joints  repaired  ...  ...  ...  28 

Seats  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  •••  18 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  20 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  14 

Cleansed  or  limew’ashed  ...  ...  ...  8 

New  traps  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Houses  :  — 

Roofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  76 


30 


Cliiniiieys  repaired 
Spouts  cleansed  or  renewed 
Window  frames  repaired  or  renewed 
Saslicords  renewed 
Ceilings  repaired  or  renewed  ... 
Exterior  walls  remedied  of  dampness 
Interior  walls  remedied  of  dampness 
Wall  plaster  remedied  ... 

Kitchen  rang’es  repaired 
Insufficient  water  supply 
Floors  repaired  or  renewed 
Accumulations  removed 
Dirty  premises  ... 

Fireplaces  repaired 


9 

53 

9 

34 

7 

17 

28 

24 

2 

29 

6 

9 

69 

39 


Verminous  Premises. 

Owing  to  the  presence  of  vermin  (hugs,  fleas,  etc.)  79 
houses  were  disinfested  by  this  Department.  The  num- 
])er  of  Council  houses  found  infested  with  bugs  was  29 ; 
other  houses  16. 

The  disinfestation  methods  employed  are  the  same  as 
outlined  in  a  previous  report., 


Inspection  of  Foodstuffs. 

A  regular  inspection  has  been  made  of  all  premises 
where  food  is  prepared,  stored  or  sold.  The  following 
foodstuffs  were  found  unfit  for  human  consumiition  :  — 


Fish  (71  stones)  .  Decomposition. 

Veal  (33  lbs.)  .  Immature. 

Beef  (144^  lbs.)  .  Broken  Limbs, 

Beef  (1444  lbs.)  .  Broken  limbs, 

bruised  or 
decomposition . 

Pork  (486  lbs.)  .  do. 

Sheep  Heads,  Lungs,  etc.  (70  lbs.)  . .  Decomposition. 

Liver  (50f  lbs.)  .  Distomatosis. 

Cooked  Meats  (61  lbs.)  .  Decomposition. 

Sausage  Meat  (129  lbs.)  .  do. 

Bacoii  (233J  lbs.)  . do. 
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Cheese  (2^  lbs.)  . . .  Unsound. 

Dried  Eg-g*s  (175  lbs.)  .  do. 

Margarine  (5  lbs.)  .  do. 

Butter  (19|  lbs.)  .  do. 

Lard  (3J  lbs.)  .  do. 

Yeast  (126  lbs.)  .  do. 

Crumpets  (749)  .  do. 

Biscuits  (5  lbs.)  .  do. 

Sugar  (4  cwts.)  . do. 

Confectioner}^  (571  lbs.)  .  do. 

Cereals  (140  lbs.)  .  do. 

dam  (41  lbs.)  .  do. 

Canned  Meat  (273  tins)  . .  Blown. 

,,  Fish  (219  tins)  .  do.. 

,,  Vegetables  (277  tins)  .  do. 

,,  Fruit  (15  tins)  .  do. 

,,  Soups  (160  tins)  .  do. 

Pickles,  Sauces,  etc.  (61  bottles)  .  Blown  and 

decomposition. 

Fish  and  Meat  Pastes  (8  jars)  .  Unsound. 

Dried  Fruits  (181  lbs.)  ....' .  do. 

Tea  lbs.)  . ' .  do. 

Fruit  (3J  tons)  . Decomposition. 

Milk  (15  gallons)  . . .  Tainted. 

Cake  and  Pudding  Mixtures 

(1,815  packets)  .  Infested 

with  mite . 


(Signed)  RICHARD  JAMES, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


REGHSTRAR-GENERAL’S  TABLE  OF  DEATHS  IN 
IVORKINGTON  AREA,  1944. 

Males.  Females. 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fever  .  —  — 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  .  —  — 

Scarlet  Fever  .  —  — 
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Whooping  Cough  . —  — 

Diphtheria  .  2  2 

T.B.  of  Respiratory  System .  9  6 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis  .  1  1 

Influenza  .  4  2 

Measles  . 1  — 

Ac.  polio-myel  and  polio-enceph .  —  — 

Ac.  inf.  enceph .  —  — 

Cancer  of  hue.  cav.  and  oesaph .  2  8 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum .  5  5 

Cancer  of  breast  .  —  3 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  .  14  8 

Diabetes  . 2  1 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions  .  23  18 

Heart  disease  . 40  44 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system .  5  2 

Bronchitis  .  13  3 

Pneumonia  . . 5  1 

Other  respiratory  diseases  .  2  3 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum  .  5  1 

Diarrhoea  under  2  years .  1  1 

Appendicitis  . 3  — 

Other  digestive  diseases  .  4  5 

Nephritis  .  3  11 

Puerperal  and  post-abort,  sepsis  .  —  — 

Other  maternal  causes  .  —  — 

Premature  birth . 7  3 

Congenital  malformation  :  birth  injury  : 

infant  diseases  .  3  6 

Suicide  . 1  — 

Road  traffic  accidents  .  1  — 

Other  violent  causes .  5  4 

All  other  causes  .  24  17 


All  Causes  ...  185  150 


